THE  SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

vasion. We shall see later that both the Devas,
and the Nagas, or Serpent-gods, are still wor-
shipped as deified heroes.

In the Rig Veda the term Ahi, or serpent/
is applied to the Asuras or Dasyus. Thus, in
one of the hymns, we find: " With his vast
destroying thunderbolt, Indra struck the darkling
mutilated Vritra; as the trunks of trees felled
by the axe, so lies Ahi prostrate on the earth/'3
Again, it is said : " The waters that delight the
minds (of men)3 flow over him, recumbent on
the earth, as a river burst through its broken
banks; Ahi has been prostrated beneath the
feet of the waters, which Vritra by his might had
obstructed." 4

In another hymn we find : " The strong heaven
was rent asunder with fear, at the clamour of
that Ahi, when thou, Indra, wast inspirited by
drinking the effused (Soma); and thy thunder-
bolt, in its vigour, struck off the head of Vritra,
the obstructor of heaven and earth." *

In each of these passages Vritra, who is repre-
sented in the Veda as one of the most powerful

1 Bothlink and Roth, Lex, s.v. Ahi.

2 Rig Veda, I. xxxii. 5.

3 In these passages from the Rig Veda, the words in par-
enthesis are supplied by the Commentator.

4 Rig Veda, I. xxxii. 8.
6 Ib. I. lii. 10.
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